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ARTICLE 15  INCLUSIONARY ZONING 
 
SECTION 15.0          INTENT AND PURPOSE 
SECTION 15.1         REGULATIONS 
 
SECTION 15.0 INTENT & PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of this Article is to promote the general public welfare, including but not limited to ensuring an economically 
integrated and diverse community, by maintaining and increasing the supply of affordable and accessible housing in the 
Town of Amherst.  This purpose includes: 
 

15.00 Ensuring that new residential development generates affordable housing as defined in Section 12.20. 
 

15.01 Ensuring that affordable housing created under this section remains affordable over the long term, with the 
majority of such housing remaining affordable in perpetuity, except as may be otherwise required under 
state or federal programs. 

 
15.02 Maintaining a full mix of housing types and unrestricted geographic distribution of affordable housing 

opportunities throughout Amherst. 
 
15.03 To the extent allowed by law, ensuring that preference for new affordable housing is given to eligible 

persons who live or work in Amherst. 
 
SECTION 15.1 REGULATIONS 
 
To ensure the purposes of this section, the following regulations shall apply to residential development in Amherst:  
 

15.10 All residential development requiring a Special Permit and resulting in additional new dwelling units shall 
provide affordable housing units at the following minimum rates: 

 
Total Development  Required Affordable  
Unit Count   Unit Provision 
 
1-9 units    None* 
10-14 units   Minimum one (1) dwelling unit 
15-20 units   Minimum two (2) dwelling units 
21 units    Minimum 12% of total unit count  

 
* While provision of affordable units is not required for developments containing 1-9 units under this 
section, the Bylaw encourages affordability and provides for incentives.  See Sections 4.33 and 4.55. 
 
Where two or more units are required to be provided under this section, a minimum of forty-nine percent 
(49%) of affordable units shall be eligible and countable for the purpose of the Commonwealth’s 40B 
Subsidized Housing Inventory (SHI) or its successor.  Calculation of the number of total affordable units or 
the number of SHI-eligible units shall, if the required percent of the total results in a fraction, be rounded 
up to the next whole number where the fractional portion is equal to 0.5 or greater, and shall be rounded 
down to the next whole number where the fractional portion is less than 0.5. 

 
15.11 Affordable and accessible dwelling units provided under Section 15.10 shall be counted as meeting the 

requirements for density bonuses under the provisions of Section 4.55, Density Bonuses, of this Bylaw. 
 
15.12 The applicant shall establish such housing restrictions, conditions, and/or limitations as are necessary to 

ensure that the affordable housing units provided under this section will be permanently available for 
purchase by eligible low-and moderate-income buyers, and available for a minimum of twenty years in the 
case of rental housing. 

 
15.13 Housing constructed by a public agency or non-profit corporation using a federal, state, or local housing 

assistance program may adhere to the requirements set forth by the funding agency provided that the 
purpose of these regulations are met. 
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15.14 In any residential development, affordable housing units provided shall be dispersed throughout the 
development, and shall be comparable to market rate units in terms of the quality of their design, materials, 
and general appearance of their architecture and landscape. 


